CH. I.]         IMPORTANCE   OF   CHRISTIANITY1.	J
Let us beware before it be too late. No one can
say into what discredit Christianity may hereby
grow, at a time when the unrestrained intercourse,
subsisting among* the several ranks and classes of
society, so much favours the general diffusion of the
sentiments of the higher onions. To a .similar igno-
rance may perhaps be ascribed, in no small degree,
the success with which, in a neighbouring country
Christianity has of late years been attacked. I hid
she not been wholly unarmed for the contest, how-
ever she might have been forced from her untenable
posts, and compelled to disembarrass herself from her
load of encumbrances, she never could have been
driven altogether out of the ik>ld by her puny assail-
ants, with all their cavils, and gibes, and sarcasms;
for in these consisted the main strength of their petty
artillery. Let us beware, lest we also suffer from a
like cause; nor let it be our crime and our reproach,
that in schools, perhaps even in colleges, Christianity
is almost if not altogether neglected.
It cannot be expected, that they who pay so Httlo
regard to this great object in the education of their
children, should be more attentive to it in other
parts of their conduct, where less strongly stimulated
by affection, and less obviously loaded with responsi-
bility, Tliey are of course, therefore, little regardful
of the state of Christianity in their own country;
and still more indifferent about communicating the
light of Divine truth to the nations which " still sit
in darkness."
But religion, it may be replied, is not noisy and
ostentatious; it is modest and private in its nature;
it resides in a manV own bosom, and shuns the oh-
servation of the multitude. Bo it so.
From the transient and distant view, then, which
we have been taking of these unassuming Chris-
tians, let u« approach a little nearer, and listen to

